CFN Shakedown Cruise: Calvin Beal 42
by Brian Robbins
Welcome to another CFN Shakedown Cruise.
Periodically, we will focus on a new launch and dig a little deeper
into what went into the project – whether it be a new model or a hull
well known to the New England commercial market. What we hope to
do is provide insight and information our readers can apply to their own
setups … and, as always, offer up a little entertainment along the way.
—Editor
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Samoset Resort, Rockport, Maine
FOR THREE FULL DAYS OF SEMINARS, WORKSHOPS AND INFORMATIVE SESSIONS COVERING ALL MAJOR SPECIES
AND THE LATEST HOT ISSUES, PLUS THE LARGEST FISHING INDUSTRY TRADE SHOW NORTH OF PROVIDENCE!
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s 3PECIAL GUESTS TO BE ANNOUNCED

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

e-mail: chilloa@taxbracket.com

EXHIBIT SPACE
RESERVATION INFORMATIONOUT
AUCTION—I am interested in making a donation to the Auction to be held March 4.
Item to be donated ___________________________________ Value $ _______________
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Name _______________________ Company ______________________________
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City ___________________________ State _________ Zip _________________

Address ____________________________________________________________
Phone __________________

E-mail ___________________________________

s "ANQUET  $ANCE 3ATURDAY .IGHT &EATURING $* #HRIS 'RADE

Clip and mail to: Chilloa Young, Maine Fishermen’s Forum,
PO Box 288, Bath, ME 04530. Phone (207) 442-7700, or Fax (207) 442-7790.

Come For One Day or the Whole Weekend

For regular updates, visit our website at www.mainefishermensforum.org
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FRIENDSHIP, ME – When Jeromy
Simmons tells you his decision to have
one of SW Boatworks’ new Calvin Beal
42 hulls was “a leap of faith,” he’s not
kidding.
At the time that the Friendship,
Maine lobsterman’s new 42’x15’ Avery
& Alden was just a twinkle in his eye, a
Calvin 42 had yet to float.
“I knew it was based on the 38’
Calvin Beal,” says Jeromy. (See sidebar
page 26.) “That’s a good hull … and so
are the Calvin 44s. I just figured this
one had to be.”

Jeromy credits Milbridge lobsterman
Eric Beal with providing guidance and
inspiration during the process.
“Eric had the first hull – the Calvin
38 that they turned into a 42 and took
the mold off of. When I saw him at
the Maine Fishermen’s Forum back in
March, I talked to him about how he
was setting things up. He had some
good ideas.
“Once Eric launched her this past
summer and started hitting some of the
races – wow! That was the light blue
Kimberly Ann – a really nice-sailing
boat. I called to congratulate him …
and asked a few more questions!”
It might have been a leap of faith,
but the landing was a happy one:
Jeromy says he’s pretty tickled with his
new Calvin 42.
Let’s take a closer look at her.

THE BOAT

Gil and crew

“She’s a nice-handling,
easy-sailing hull for
her size.”

—Jeromy Simmons

LOA: 42’
Beam: 15’
Transom: 14’2”
Designer: Calvin Beal Jr.

For more information contact
SW Boatworks at (207) 667-7427 or
via e-mail: <info@calvinbealboats.
com>

know how many times I’d swing by at
5 in the morning on a nasty day when
I wasn’t going to haul – Jason would be
there. Or long days when I might not
get in from haul until late – I’ve shown
up at the shop at 9 PM to see how
things were coming together and Jason
would be there, too.
“And in the meantime, he was
lobstering full-time himself.”

Jeromy guides my eye up along
the side of the wheelhouse, explaining
how the Simmons crew had raised the
overhead a good 3”. I have to take
his word for it, as there’s certainly no
obvious evidence to be seen.
“That’s the kind of work Matt Taylor
does – his finish work is something else.
You’d think the top came that way.”
See SHAKEDOWN CRUISE, page 26
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We are a full-service independent insurance
agency providing personal, commercial,
business & marine insurance.
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Competitive programs for Lobster Boats, Draggers,
Scallopers, Gillnetters, Boat Builders, Marinas and more.

366 U.S. Route 1 - Falmouth, ME 04105
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77 North Water Street, New Bedford, MA 02740
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With affiliated offices in Damariscotta, Bath, and Kennebunk
www.smithwick-ins.com

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE - DEDICATED TO SERVICE
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Local finishers Simmons Boatworks
get high praise from Jeromy. He
describes Gilbert Simmons, his son
Jason, and Matthew Taylor as “as good
boat builders as you’ll find.”
“Gil just knows,” says Jeromy. “He’s
got a lot of great ideas and will make
subtle suggestions, from the placement
of major things to little ideas that make
life so much easier. But at the same
time, Gil will tell you, ‘I’ll build it any
way you want – it’s your boat.’
“Jason is absolutely great at
everything: his fab work on all the
stainless and the way it fits is really
good. And he puts his time in: I don’t
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For all your marine insurance needs

Shakedown Cruise
Up and running

CALL
Ocean Marine Insurance Agency
1-800-767-6687
EXCELLENT RATES
EXCELLENT SERVICE
EXCELLENT INSURANCE COMPANIES
Serving the fishing community for over 30 years

All that having been said, the Avery
& Alden is more than just another
pretty face.
Powered by a 900-horse DI16 083M
Scania (fitted with a 2.19:1 ZF 500A
gear), the black-hulled 42-footer racked
up some pretty impressive performance
numbers during sea trials.
The official tally from Mack Boring’s
records show a top speed of 31 knots
with a 34”x40”x4 prop putting only a
91% load on the big Scania – allowing
for plenty of working weight to be

Continued from page 23

added without loading things down.
(Jeromy reported that with the lobster
tanks flooded and chock full of fuel, the
Avery and Allen still topped out over 28
knots.)
Nautilus Marine provided the
42-footer’s prop, which is coupled to
a 2-1/2” AQ-22 shaft and driveline
hardware from R.E. Thomas Marine
Hardware.
With the Scania throttled back to an
easy 1800 rpm (from a wide-open 2300),
a 21-knot cruise was recorded during
See SHAKEDOWN CRUISE, page 32

Ocean Marine Insurance Agency
33 College Hill Road, Building 10
Warwick, RI 02886-2744

1-800-767-6687 • www.omiainc.com
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44 South Street • Marine & Safety • Tel: 508-993-0010
82 MacArthur Drive • Rigging, Mooring & Industrial • Tel: 508-992-9519
www.Hercules-SLR-US.com • 1-800-467-8865 • NewBedford.MA 02740
JohnReardon@Hercules-SLR-US.com
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REVERE LIFE RAFTS SALES & SERVICING (ANY BRAND ACCEPTED)
WE SELL IMPERIAL SURVIVAL SUITS & INSPECT ALL SURVIVAL SUITS
USCG Safety Inspection Station # 327 For on-board Vessel Inspections & Safety Drills Call our
USCG Certified Drill Conductors: Rodney Avila 508-889-0401 or Ted Williams 508-264-5779

ORANGE
ORANGE BASKETS
BASKETS ON
ON SALE
SALE NOW!!
NOW!!
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Webs, Leadline, Rope & Floats in Stock

EPIRB SALES &
SERVICE FOR ACR
& PAINES WESSEX

New England Marine
Engineering & Supply, Inc.
Marine • Industrial • Commercial • Refrigeration • Electrical Supply
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Drawing courtesy SW Boatworks

THE DESIGN
It was a matter of demand (first) and supply (in response), according to SW
Boatworks’ Stewart Workman, whose yard builds the full line of models that bear
designer Calvin Beal Jr.’s name.
“I had a lot of people that loved the Calvin Beal 38,” he says, “but they wanted
to be able to carry another tier of traps.”
A number of customers asked about simply adding 4’ to the stern of the 15’
wide Calvin 38, but both Workman and designer Beal felt that approach would be
detrimental to the hull’s run.
“It would be the easy way out, but it wouldn’t sail right,” says Workman.
He finally consented to tackle the project when Milbridge, ME lobsterman Eric
Beal put down a deposit on the first Calvin Beal 42 – agreeing to allow his hull to
be used as the plug for a new mold.
Working with guidance from Calvin, Workman and crew began the process by
laying up a 38-footer – and building a couple of steel cradles.
“When you cut a hull in two, it’s easy for things to go wrong,” says Workman.
“We bolted the 38 hull right into the steel cradles so that when we cut her in half
she wouldn’t lose her shape.”
Cut her in half? Yes - cut her in half.
Workman added the extra 4’ right in the middle of the hull, paying heed to
Calvin’s advice. “He told me, ‘Just make sure you keep that rabbet line nice and
fair up through there. You’ll have to play with the keel a little and strike a new
sheer line … but everything else should come right together.’”
It was a process of “snipping a little bit here” and “cutting a little bit there,”
says Workman – but the day came when the hull was ready for Calvin Beal’s final
inspection before fairing.
“He got down on his knees, squinted one eye … and said, “It looks pretty darn
good to me – you got her.”
Workman says he’s looking at doing the same sort of thing with a Calvin 44
hull for a customer who’s interested in a 50-footer.
“I don’t know if I’d take a mold off of that one, though … I’m not sure how long
this jumbo boat thing is going to last.”

THE CALVIN BEAL 42:

ONE OF 2016’s GREATEST HITS!
1

One of the highlights for SW Boatworks this year was seeing our new Calvin Beal 42 hit the
water … and hearing our our customers’ praise! Our new 42'x15' model offers plenty of work
room combined with the easy handling, stability, and economical performance that Calvin Beal's
designs are known for. Hull spots are going fast - place your order now!

YOUR CHOICE OF MODEL LINES

CALVIN BEAL

YOUNG BROTHERS

STABLE - SEAKINDLY - SPACIOUS - FAST

PROVEN DESIGNS BY ERNEST LIBBY JR.
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CUSTOM FINISHING OF ANY HULL • REPAIRS • REPOWERS • HULL & TOP KITS

Boatworks ™

SW
Lamoine, Maine

(207)-667-7427

www.swboatworks.com

Contact Captain Stewart Workman at:
swboatworks@gmail.com
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A view of the outside station. "Gil's got
a lot of great ideas and will make subtle
suggestions, from the placement of major
things to little ideas that make life so
much easier,” says Jeromy Simmons.

Photo courtesy
Mack Boring

THE ENGINE
Scania DI 16 83M
900 HP @ 2300 RPM
V8 configuration
1000 CID/16.4 L
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For the Scania dealer nearest you, contact
Mack Boring & Parts Co. at (908) 964-0700.
Visit their website: <www.mackboring.com>

Avery & Alden at speed.

Shakedown Cruise

Continued from page 26

sea trials with a fuel burn of 20.5 gallons per hour.
A pair of 150-gallon fuel tanks beneath the platform
will provide plenty of range at that rate.
At the same time, the 42’s sailing attitude allows
for good visibility. “I like the fact that she gets up
without putting the bow way high,” says Jeromy. “She
lifts herself up all over and then levels off. I’ve got
good visibility from either steering station.”
And the ride?
“The first time I crossed over another boat’s wake
with her wide-open, I was expecting the worse,” says
Jeromy. “But she handled it really well.”

The right stuff

Along with the aforementioned stainless work by
Jason Simmons, Bisson’s Welding did the aluminum
fabrication for the Avery & Alden, including the trap
rack and radar stand. Mark’s Metal Fabrication built
a Y-pipe to handle the big V-8’s exhaust.
Pete’s Marine Electronics supplied the electronic
package.
Finisher Gil Simmons made special mention of
Hamilton Marine – the go-to for numerous items
during the project. “It makes our job easier, because
you can get so much with just one phone call. They’ve

Whatever your
John Deere
power needs are:
> PROPULSION
> AUXILIARY
DRIVES
> GENSETS

been in business for 40 years and they know what
people need.”
He also tipped his hat to Marine Hydraulics
Engineering: “Their guy Rick went above and beyond
to help us out. It means a lot.”
When the plug for the Calvin Beal 42 was being
built, SW’s Stewart Workman mentioned that they
were shooting for a hull “that would trim out clean
while sailing fairly flat. I think we can give these
guys the extra room they’re looking for and good
performance at the same time.”
Mission accomplished, by the looks of things. ■

Is your source for:

WE’VE GOT THE POWER!
R.A. Mitchell is your source for custom-built
John Deere diesel packages to match your application.
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AND MUCH MORE …
WBE/DBE Certified
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