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I've always known Calvin Jr. as “Ca ( ’
of this story, how about we refer to them as Calvin and g Ca

Anyway, since his first new boat of his own back in the 905 (a Mltchell Cove
32), young Calvin has owned and fished a string of hulls designed by his father.
This most recent Vondell Lea makes the second Calvin 42 he’s owned: he
finished, fished, and sold one last year; this one is already sold once lobstering
tapers off by year’s end; and he has another 42 in the shop, waiting to be
finished over the winter.

See SHAKEDOWN CRUISE, page 10
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MAN V8-1000

1000 HP @ 2300 RPFM
986 CID/24.24 L

“Even though Libby hulls have a reputation for sailing easy, we knew it was asking a lot of any engine to push this first Libby 47 ... at 18'7"

. . . . . . wide, she’s abig boat! I've done business with Kennedy Marine for years and they've never steered me wrong; they recommended the 1000
Farm Credit East SpeCIa“ZeS In prOVIdlng loans and lines of credit HP MAN and I'm glad I went with it. Right off the bat, Iliked how quiet and smooth the MAN is. We're getting 25 knots wide open and a

to Maine’s commercial flshlng industry. good cruise - 20 knots at 1900; 18 knots at 1800 ... this MAN s doing a good job. -

With long- and short-term financing options for real estate, boats and it
equipment, Farm Credit East is the right choice for you. We provide attractive
rates and solid advice for aquatic businesses of every type and size.

Our lending experts understand your business.
Call them today at the branch office closest to you.

Loans and leases for:
Boats / Trucks / Real estate / Wharves / Bait storage facilities / Equipment
Haul out and repair / Operating lines / Permits

@FARM CREDIT EAST

800.831.4230 / FarmCreditEast.com
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Shakedown Cruise

We were up in the head of Alley’s Bay
over on Beals Island, easing along out
into Moosabec Reach. On our starboard
quarter was the brand-new 36’ Jeannine
Marie — Calvin Jr.’s latest finish project
for himself.

The plan was to get a little ways out
ahead of the Jeannine Marie and shoot
him as he crept up by us, with the sun
at my back. But when young Calvin
started to throttle up, I gestured to
Calvin Jr. to do the same ... and he just
plain dumped the throttle.

The Jeannine Marie’s 500-horse
QSC8.3 Cummins didn’t bat an eye;
there was no thinking about it at all
— the 36-footer just took off without a
whole lot of fuss, lifting all over without
any bow-high moments, and blistering
out ahead of us.

Young Calvin’s 42 (also powered by
a QSC8.3) is no slouch, but his father
had gotten the jump on us and we
weren’t going to be able to reel him in
on this pass for close-up photos until he
throttled back down.

The thing that made you grin the
most is the fact that Calvin Beal Jr.
is one of the most modest and easy-
going persons I've ever met — not one
to toot his own horn or showboat at all.
He was probably just doing what he
thought I wanted him to: pour the coal
on ... but in the moment, it was like
watching that kid hot-dogging it down
the basketball court.

Continued from page 8

Young Calvin laughed and shook his
head.

“Sails nice, though, doesn’t she?” he
said.

“Yep, she does,” I answered. “Maybe
we ought to swing around and get a
head start on him for the next pass?”

And that’s just what we did.

36, 36, 34, 36

Once he began building boats on
his own in 1970 (see sidebar page 12),
Calvin Beal Jr.’s personal lobster boats
have always been of his own design.
He’s owned wooden boats he built
himself; he’s owned fiberglass hulls
he’s designed for other shops; and since
the mid-90s, he’s owned boats from the
stable of models bearing his own name.

In 2008 SW Boatworks in Lamoine,
ME acquired the molds for the Calvin
Beal line, which now ranges from 30’ up
to 50’. Out of those, Calvin himself has
previously owned a pair of 36-footers
and a 34’x13’ model.

He returned to the 36 for his latest
lobster boat, with a beam of 13’9” that
narrows only slightly to a 13’ transom.

Calvin says that when he designed
the 36, he was looking to create a model
that was “as wide as I thought would
be comfortable. I wanted to make
something that wouldn’t be outdated in
10 years.”

Mission accomplished, one would
have to say.

Brian Robbins photos
Above, over the years Calvin Beal Jr's boats have been named for his
wife Jeannine, whether it said Jeannine Marie, Jeannine M, or Little Girl
on the stern. Below, Calvin S. and Calvin Beal Jr.

“When you fish all day on the rugged Oregon coast,
the last thing you want to do is clean a hot, oil covered engineroom.”

Detroit Diesel 471 Natural B

efore  AIRSEP SYSTEM BENEFITS:
- Eliminates crankcase fumes and oil mist,

- Reduces crankcase pressure.
- Reduces oil leaks.

Commercial Fishermen Don’t Delay...upgrade your naturally
aspirated diesel engine today, and for a limited time, geta
$100 instant credit toward an engine intake adapter.

& IRSEP"

Walker Engineering Enterprises

(818) 252-7788 www.walkerairsep.com sales@walkerairsep.com
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SW Boatworks did a solid fiberglass
layup on the Jeannine Marie’s hull;
the standard molded top is cored with
Divinycell closed-cell PVC foam.

In case anyone was wondering,
the Jeannine Marie is no lightweight.
“There’s plenty of ‘glass in her,” says
Calvin. “The hull is a good, strong 1/2”
up in the sides ... and down in the
bottom of her she’s over an inch thick.”

Once the hull and top were trucked
to Calvin’s shop at his home on Beals
Island, he and young Calvin went to
work.

Tronically, even though Calvin Beal
Jr. is one of the most prolific designers
of the fiberglass age, he hates working
in the stuff himself.

“I had about 10 years of building
boats before that slowed up,” he says.
“In the winter of 1979 — 1980 I didn’t
have any work and ended up at the
Young Brothers shop in Corea, ME for
awhile doing fiberglass.”

He shakes his head.

“I don’t know ... that styrene is
awful strong stuff. I felt about half sick
all the time I was there. I remember
taking my leather wallet out of my
pocket and it would smell just like
fiberglass. 1had to get done.”

Luckily, these days he has his son to
handle that part of the process.

“Bubba worked right along with me,”
says Calvin. “I did the building and he
did the ‘glassing.”

Even though young Calvin has
always been clear that he had no
interest in being a full-time boat
builder, he’s a talented fiberglass man,
according to his father.

“Bubba is as neat as anyone I've ever
seen,” says Calvin, “and he’s fast, too.
Hell ‘glass something and when he’s

Brian Robbins photo

THE'BOAT,
LOA - 36’
Beam - 13'9"”

Transom - 13’

For more information, contact

SW Boatworks at (207) 667-7427
or via e-mail:
info@calvinbealboats.com

through, it’s just as neat as can be. You
can hardly see where it’s put together.”

Brian Robbins photo

Jeannine Marie tops out around,27 knots.

Good numbers

In the past, Calvin has installed “
dual fuel tanks under the platforms
of his 36s, but he went with a single
250-gallon tank for this one.

“T could fit the smaller dual tanks
back aft further,” he says, “but she
seems to trim off fine even with this
single tank a little more forward. The
problem with having the two tanks was
you use one more than the other and
you end up with algae problems ... bad - pom—
fuel. I think this’ll be better.”

While the Jeannine Marie’s main
bulkhead is made from a Divinycell-

Continued on next page
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Shakedown Cruise ——

Continued from previous page

The designer/builder/owner

cored fiberglass panel, the platform is old school: Calvin Beal Jr’s childhood days were spent either floating

fiberglassed 3/4” plywood on pressure-treated floor homemade wooden “play boats” along the shores of

frames. Moosabec Reach or “running around the boat shops.” He
“Ijust like the way it feels,” says Calvin. “It makes probably spent the most time tagging along with Ernest

for a strong, solid floor.” Libby Jr., who would one day become his brother-in-law.
Kennedy Marine Engineering supplied the With eight years between them, Libby (who passed away in

36-footer’s power package: rated 500 hp @ 2600 rpm, 2012) was older enough than Calvin to be an inspiration to

the QSC8.3 Cummins is matched to a him: “He kind of took me under his wing when |

2:1 ZF 286A marine gear. Those 500
horses are channeled through a 2”
AQ-22 shaft and driveline hardware
from R.E. Thomas Marine Hardware.
Back where the action is sits a cupped
28”x28” 3-blade Michigan Dyna-Jet from
Nautilus Marine.

The combination makes for some
good performance numbers: top speed
is around 27 knots and Calvin says he
can “pull the throttle back to 2000 rpm
and still cruise 20 knots. She’s quite
economical on fuel.”

was a kid — he even made me my first play boat. |
guess you could say Nernie had it in him — when
he got out of school, he knew just what he was
going to do: build boats.”

Calvin “had it in him" as well - and after years
of absorbing ideas from the masters around him,
he set up a boat shop in 1970. “I started one for
myself and someone came along and wanted to
buy it - that just kept happening.” Over the next
10 years, Calvin kept busy, building around 30
wooden lobster boats before the market made
the shift to fiberglass. As mentioned in the main
text, Calvin’s early experiences with fiberglass

As witnessed during our photo weren't happy ones - if he couldn’t build wooden boats, he'd rather go clamming and lobstering.
shoot, the Jeannine Marie is quick coming out of the Eventually, however, he found his place in the fiberglass world: designing and building wooden hulls
hole. “This Cummins is right there when you hit the to be used as plugs for fiberglass molds. Over the years that followed, Calvin produced designs for a wide
throttle,” says Calvin. “There’s no hesitation.” range of shops, eventually developing a model line of his own in the mid-90s.

When talking performance, the PVC lift rails Selling his molds to SW Boatworks in 2008 proved to be a good move for both parties. For Calvin, it freed
Calvin fitted to the Jeannine Marie’s hull need to be him from the headaches of dealing with outside layup shops and sales; for SW, it provided a line of proven
figured in the equation: the 36-footer sails cleanly, models and a designer for further expansion.
lifting all over as she accelerates. When asked about the legacy of his designs, Calvin laughs. “l don’t know ... | guess I'd like to think

“Oh, I put them on just the way I always do,” says that years from now somebody will still be building boats with my name on them. That’s the thing about
Calvin with a shrug. “They’re just touching the water fiberglass: they’ll be around long after I'm gone.”
when she’s sitting still. They work pretty well, I Brian Robbins photos
guess.”

Calvin Beal Jr. — the master of understatement.
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Smithwick & Mariners
Insurance Agency

> VERY COMPETITIVE LOBSTER BOAT PROGRAMS

*»  Wide Range of Package Options

. New Vessel, Older Vessel Including Wood

Construction - we can obtain coverage for 366 U.S. Route 1 - Falmouth, ME 04105
any well maintained boat Tel: 800-370-1883 » Tel: 207-781-5553 » Fax: 207-781-5571
77 North Water Street, New Bedford, MA 02740
Competitive programs for Lobster Boats, Draggers, Tel: 800-348-1405 « Tel: 508-993-7411 « Fax: 508-990-7733
Scallopers, Gillnetters, Boat Builders, Marinas and more. With affiliated offices in Damariscotta, Bath, and Kennebunk

www.smithwick-ins.com
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Solid

The Jeannine Marie’s work deck is outfitted with Anchor
hatches from Hamilton Marine. Hamilton was also the source
for Calvin’s electronics package, while Shawn Alley handled
the wiring for the project. (Maine lobster boat racing fans may
recognize Shawn’s name as the current owner of the wooden 28
Little Girls, a head-turner in the gasoline classes. She’s another
Calvin Beal Jr. boat — winning the World’s Fastest Lobster Boat
title when she was launched back in 1981.)

Calvin has worked out of both the 34 and the 36 — how does he
compare the two?

“They really handle about the same,” he says. “There’s not a
lot of difference.”

Payload-wise, Calvin says the 34 will hold her share of traps
compared to the 36. “The difference is, I think the 36 will level
off a little better ... the extra width and length helps her lug
the weight.” Making use of the Jeannine Marie’s stern deck
extension, Calvin says he can easily stack 100 4-footers on board. Photo courtesy of Cummins

Overall, his new 36 is a comfortable boat, says Calvin. “That’s
where all that ‘glass in the hull and the
heavy platform help. You run over a

sea in her and there’s no trembling or R I ENGINE Is THE ANSWER To

shaking — she’s just as solid as can be.”

I'm pretty sure when Calvin \ YOUR FULL-SERVICE MARINE NEEDS!

finished his 34-footer for himself he
told me it was going to be “the last
one.” When the 73-year-old mentions

those \.’VOI‘d.S again this ti.me,Itell him o - ENGINES - GENSETS - TRANSMISSIONS
Hi believe it when | see It . SALES - SERVICE - INSTALLATIONS - REPOWERS

“No, I really mean it,” he says. “I
ready to retire.” || Your Factory Authorized source for: |

The Engine

QSC8.3 Cummins
500 HP @ 2600 RPM
Inline 6 cylinder
8.3 Liters/505 CID

For more information contact
Cummins Sales & Service
ME office: (207) 510-2247 or
e-mail steve.nadeau@cummins.com
MA office: (781) 801-1772
or e-mail will.collins@cummins.com

know this 36 will sell easy when I get

i e
“Come on,” I say. “You're not going

;E_-_u-:u-n

want to be out on the water.” DIESEL ENGINES POWIRTHAIN TICHROLOGHS e,
“Well ...” Calvin nods. “I figure by

the time I'm 80, I'll just stay right up
in the bay, fishing singles ... maybe F\
two or three hundred. That’s it.” - @
“And your boat at that point?”
Calvin gets out of his chair and = DETROIT
disappears for a moment. When he ' JOHN DEERE

comes back into the kitchen, he’s
holding a wooden half model.

“I knew it,” I say. 79 State Street

He runs his fingers along the Narragansett, RI 02882
model’s bilges. “28’x10’... long, flat (40 1 ) 7 89' 1 02 1
run and her outer bilges are quite 0 0

www._riengine.com

NORTHERN LIGHTS i/ A N
. . U re not g " ([ TWINDISC
to retire retire ... I know you'll still MITSUBISHI F P ; ,_—1’_,,’ i\ m‘mﬂu

sharp.”

He hands me the model and I eye
up the run.

“Not much to hold her back, Calvin.”

He nods again, with the tiniest of
smiles.

“Yeah ... she ought to sail pretty
good, I think.”

Remember that. [l

Sales, Service, Maintenance and Installation of:

Walk-In Coolers/Freezers  Lobster Chillers & Tanks
Bait Coolers/Freezers © Ice Machines & Equipment  Process Refrigeration

Registered Efficiency
Maine Contractor

. 3k ;
RGN Applied _

SERVICH Refrigerati#‘ .
AVARABIE Services Commerdial, Industrial

— Sening al of New England
PR e www.appliedrefrigeration.com (207) 893-0]45 LTC’::]Sgd? l:SU':JYCS'?iEZd

“She’s just as solid as can be.”
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